
aS\£arch. 

The fwaUow) which bird vfcth to be counted the mefleng^r , dad as « we 

runner of (pringe. ' r 3 ^for { 

FIoia)the Goddcflc of flovvres 5 but indede (as faith Tacitus)a famous harlot wK u 

- the abufe of her body hauing gocte great riehes,made the people of R- ^ 
heyre: who in remembraunce of fo great beneficence,appointed a Y€ j , 
for the memorial! of her, calling hcr,not as (he was.nor as iome doeth^ ' 5 
dromca 3 but Flora : making her" the GoddeiTe of all flouresand dnin* 
her folemnc facrifice, ’ 

Maias bovvrej) thut is the pleafauntflelde,or rather the Mayebuihcs.Maia is a G 

and the mother of Mercuric , in honour of whome the monuh of 


her name fo called,as fayth Macrobius 
Lettice) the name of iome country lafle. 
Afcaunce) afkevve or afquint, 


For thy) therefore. 


Lethe) is a lake in bell, which the Poetes call the lake of forge tfulnes. For Led- f, ■ 
eth forgetfulnes. Wherein the (bules being dipped, did forget the cares oHr 
former lyfe.So that by louc fleeping in Lethe lake , he meaneth he vvas°/ r! 
forgotten and out of knowledge, by reafon of winters hardncfle,whcn al 7 
fores as it werc,fleepe and weare oute of mynde. 3 f ^ 

Afiotte) to dote. 

Hisflomber) TobrcakeLouesflombcr,is to excrcife the ddightes of Louc and W'- 
ton pleafores. 3,h 

Wingcs of purple) fo is he feyned of the Poetes. 

For als) he imitaterh Virgils verfe. 

Eft nulri namque domi pater, eft iniufta noucrca &c, 

A dell) a hole in the ground. 

Spell) is a kinde of verfe orcharme,that in elder tymes they vfed often to fayouet^ 
thing, that they would haue preferued, as the Nightfpcl for thceues , an< j t k‘ 
vvoodfpell* And herehence l thinke is named the go! pell, as it were Godsfpdi 
or worde.And Co fayth Chaucer, Lifteneth Lordings to my fpell. 

Gonge) goe. AnYuietodde) a thicke bufhe. 

Swainc) a boye : For fo is he defcribed of the Poctes,to be a boye .f alwayes frefhe 
luftie : blindfolded , becaufe he maketh no difference of Perfomgcs ,• vvvth 
diuers coloured winges , .f. fill of flying fancies : with bovve and arrow , tbt 
is with glaunce of beau tye, which prycketh as a forked arrowe.He is iayd alG 
to haue (hafts, fomc leaden, fomc golden: that is, both plcafure for the gracious 
andloued,and forow for the louer that is difdayned or torfaken. But who life 
more at large to behold Cupids colours and furniture, let him reade ether Pro. 
pertius, or Mofchus his Idyllion of wandring loue, being now mofl excelled 
tranflated into Latine by the finguler learned man Angelus Politianus: whych 
workc I haue feene amongft other of thys Poets doing$,vcry wel traiiflatdil* 
fo into Engiiftie Rymes. 

Wimble and vvighte) Quicke and deliuer. 

Iftthehccle) is very Poetically fpoken, and not without (peciall judgement, For T re- 
member, that in Homer it is (ayd of Thetis, that (nee tookc her young babe A* 
chillcs being newely borne , and holding him by thchedc^ppcduiinmtk 

Riw 
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R mcr ofStytf. The vertue whereof is,to defend and keepe the body es Vrafhcd 
therein from any mortall wound.So Achilles being wafhed alouer^futc onely 
his hele,by which his mother held, was in the reft invulnerable: ther fore by Pa- 
ris was feyned to bee (hotte with a poyfoned arrowcinthcheeie,vvhneshc 
v vas bufle about the maryi ng of Polyxena in the temple of Apollo, which my- 
fticall fable Euftathius vnioiding, fayth: that by wounding in the hde,is meant 
luitfull loue.For from theheele (as (ay the beft Phifttions) to the preuie partes 
there pafle certainc veines and (lender (ynnewes, as alio the Lke come from the 
hcad,and are cairyed lyke little pypes behynd the earcs:fo that (as fayth Hipo-r 
crates) yf thole vcynes there be cut a fonde^thepartie ftraighte becometh cold 
and vnfruitefuLwnich reafon bur Poete vvel weighing,maketh this (hepheards 
boye of purpofe to be wounded by Loue in the heele. 

’ Latched) caught. V Vroken) reuenged. 

Por once) In this tale is fette out the ftmplicitye of (hcpheatds opinion of Loue* 

Stouping Phsbus) Is a Periphrafis of the funne fetting. 

Embleme. 

Hereby is mcanr,that aU the delights of Loue, wherein wanton youth wallovveth, be 
but follye mixe with bitternefle,and forovvfavvced with repentaunce.For be- 
fides that the very afle&ion ofLoue it ft Ife tormenteth the mynde, and vexeth 
the body many vva/es,vvith vnreftfulnefle all night, and vvearines all day, fee- 
king for that wc can not haue, & (ynding that we would not haue:eue the fdfc 
things which beft before vs lyked,m courfe of time and chaungofrypcr year es $ 
vvhiche alfo thercvvithall chaungeth our wonted dyking and former fantafies, 
will theii feeme lothfome and breede vs annoyaunce, when yougthes flovvre 
is vvithcred,and vve fynde our bodyes and wits aunfwere not to fochevaync 
iollitie, — 1 ,a 



